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But Sixtus could not overcome Henry.    It

was the unmistakable feeling of tfie French-
nation which compelled the Bearnais to quit
his Calvinism; and Clement VIII., who
absolved him, desired to make France a
counterpoise to the Spanish monarchy. This
was the long duel that ^created alliances and
wars until an effective solution was reached
in the Treaties of 1648, when the old-world
system passed finally away. But thirty years
of battle and of German anarchy went before
the triumph of France.